
 
 

CURRENT PROJECT OFFERINGS 
 
 
 

 
Like everyone, PBN is adjusting to the new world in which we find ourselves.  We are finding 
new ways to serve our clients remotely rather than in-person.  We have been working with our 
partner agencies to adapt current projects, start new ones, and creatively address new and prior 
critical legal needs of low-income households.  Together, we will get through this time and 
continue to serve those in need. 
 
 
Advanced Directive and Will Clinics:  Volunteer attorneys call low income seniors to discuss 
critical legal documents for health care, financial planning, and end of life.  After the call, the 
attorney drafts all necessary documents and returns them to the partner agency for execution.  
Due to the high demand for these documents, we are currently working with two different 
agencies to complete this work. 
   
Adult Expungement:  In this pilot project, PBN volunteers are drafting expungement petitions 
for people throughout Cook County.  After being trained, volunteer attorneys draft the 
petitions and reach out to the clients to explain what options are available.  The documents will 
be filed as soon as the courts reopen. 
 
Divorce:  Although the courts are closed, the clerk’s office has remained open for the filing of 
new cases.  With this in mind, we continue to work with clients seeking a divorce.  The attorney 
will file the petitions electronically and then wait for the courts reopen, when they will work 
through the service process and keep the case through the final court hearing.  These cases do 
not involve minor children.   
 
Immigration:  PBN helps immigrant victims of domestic violence rebuild their lives in the United States.  
Under this bipartisan federal act, undocumented immigrants who are victims of a crime can file for 
lawful permanent residency after assisting law enforcement in their case.  We have not been notified 
of any slowdowns in this government agency, and as such, are continuing to receive new cases of 
women needing to file these lengthy applications. 
 
Online Legal Assistance Clinics: PBN works with the ABA’s Free Legal Answers project to provide 
needed legal advice to low-income Illinois residents.  This need is even greater now, as for many across 
the state it is the only access they have to legal advice. We have had online trainings and will have 
virtual "hangouts" to answer questions together. 
 
Remote Order of Protection Clinic:  There is a need more than ever for women to have help 
obtaining orders of protection against their abusive partners.  Attorneys take a shift where they 
will be on-call over the phone, to counsel women coming into the courthouse and will then 



draft all necessary paperwork from their home computer, using templates provided, and send it 
to the courthouse for the woman to file. 
 
Public Benefits:  In this current crisis, there is an exponential increase of people applying for 
public assistance, namely Medicaid, SNAP (food stamps) and cash aid.  Attorneys will help staff 
a telephone clinic where we will meet with clients over the phone and walk through the 
application process; by the end of the call, the client will have filed for these benefits. 
 
Remote Guardianship Assistance: PBN attorneys will talk to a client who reached out to our partner 
agency for assistance in obtaining guardianship over an adult family member.  The attorney will obtain 
all necessary information, reach out to our partner agency, and if a determination is made that a 
guardianship petition is merited, the volunteer will draft all necessary documents and return to the 
partner agency for filing.   
 
Senior Clinics:  At these remote clinics, attorneys assist low-income seniors in numerous legal matters 
such as estate planning and credit issues. The attorney will call the low income senior and conduct an 
extensive intake of the legal matter to refer back to our partner agency; the agency will then 
determine if they can handle the case or look for a pro bono attorney for representation. 
 
Social Security:  Social Security benefits are needed now more than ever.  PBN attorneys 
continue to work with our clients, partner agency and the social security administration to file 
applications and appeals to make this financial relief available. 
 
Will Project: PBN helps low income seniors draft and execute a simple estate document as well as any 
necessary corresponding documents to insure their real property is accounted after they pass away.  
Done completely from home, the attorney contacts the client to obtain all necessary information and 
then drafts the legal paperwork which is then returned to the partner agency for the client to review 
and sign. 
 
 
 
 
 


